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The assistance of the State of Mississippi Department of Archives and History is gratefully 
acknowledged. “This project has been funded with the assistance of a grant-in-aid from 
the National Park Service, U.S. Department of the Interior, under provision of the National 
Historic Preservation Act of 1966 as amended.” The Historic Preservation Division of the 
Mississippi Department of Archives and History administers historic preservation grants-
in-aid in Mississippi in conjunction with the National Register of Historic Places program.  
 

The City of Booneville is a Certified Local Government (CLG) under a federal program 
authorized by the National Historic Preservation Act 16 U.S.C. 470 et seq. that provides 
for the participation of local governments in a federal/state/local government preservation 
partnership. The federal law directs the State Historic Preservation Officer of Mississippi 
and the Secretary of the Interior to certify local governments to participate in this 
partnership. Specific Mississippi requirements for the program are published in "State of 
Mississippi, Procedures for the Certified Local Government Program." The National Park 
Service named the City of Booneville a Certified Local Government on March 22, 2016. 
 
The Booneville Historic Preservation Commission is a local historic preservation 
commission established to advise the local government on matters relating to historic 
preservation, including the designation of historic districts, landmarks and landmark sites, 
and which may be empowered to review applications for Certificates of Appropriateness 
for structures in historic districts or on landmark sites or designated as landmarks. These 
guidelines were prepared in conjunction with the Booneville Historic Preservation 
Commission for the City of Booneville, Mississippi.  
 
DISCLAIMER: The contents and opinions contained in this publication do not necessarily 
reflect the views of the National Park Service, the Department of the Interior or the 
Mississippi Department of Archives and History. The mention of trade names or 
commercial products do not constitute endorsement or recommendation by the 
Department of the Interior.  
  
Regulations of the U.S. Department of Interior strictly prohibit unlawful discrimination in 
departmental Federally Assisted Programs on the basis of race, color, national origin, age 
or handicap. Any person who believes he or she has been discriminated against in any 
program, activity, or facility operated by a recipient of Federal assistance should write to: 
Director, Equal Opportunity Program, U.S. Department of the Interior, National Park 
Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, D.C. 20013-7127. 
 
Document prepared by J. Johnson & Associates Historic Preservation Services – Judith 

Johnson, Architectural Historian, Memphis, TN - 901-603-0054 
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Chapter 1: Purpose of Design Guidelines 
 

Booneville, Mississippi boasts a concentrated collection of historic public, commercial, 
and multi-use buildings located in the downtown area. The Downtown Booneville Historic 
District was listed on October 6, 1998 in the National Register of Historic Places for local 
significance in the areas of community planning & development and commerce, and in 
the area of architecture. Booneville's downtown buildings form a locally significant and 
well-preserved collection of commercial and governmental buildings, thus providing visual 
evidence of the growth of Prentiss County and Booneville, its county seat and largest 
town from the late nineteenth century until the mid-twentieth century. 

 
The Booneville Historic Preservation Commission (BHPC) was created by a 2014 Historic 
Preservation Ordinance passed by the Booneville Mayor and Board of Aldermen on 
November 4, 2014 by virtue of Miss. Code Ann. 1972, Sec. 39-13-5, 39-15-7 and 39-13-
9 as amended. The BHPC is responsible for reviewing proposed work in historic districts 
and on landmarks and landmarks sites; providing the criteria for evaluating a proposed 
activity; providing standards and a procedure to prevent demolition of landmarks by intent 
or neglect; providing a procedure for the issuance of Certificates of Appropriateness 
(CoA) and related purposes. A CoA is an official signed and dated governmental 
document issued by either a local historic preservation commission or a governing 
authority to permit specific work in a historic district or at a landmark site or landmark 
which has been reviewed and approved by the BHPC. 
 

What are Design Guidelines? 
 
The Downtown Booneville Historic Preservation District Guidelines convey community 
policies about alterations to existing structures, additions, demolition, new construction, 
and other site improvements. The guidelines provide a consistent basis for making 
decisions on proposed projects that may affect the historic character of the Downtown 
Booneville Historic District. 
 
These design guidelines do not dictate solutions or mandate specific design approaches, 
but provide for a range of historically appropriate and contextually sensitive options to 
consider when undertaking reviewable work throughout the district. The guidelines also 
identify some design approaches not recommended within the district, or not allowed due 
to the risk of negatively affecting the perceived historic character of the district. 
 
The guidelines reflect the basic philosophy that the preservation and careful treatment of 
historic resources within the neighborhood can be balanced with the contemporary use 
of these structures and with the long-term protection of the historic qualities of the district 
that make it special. 
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Design guidelines help strengthen the local business environment and enhance property 
values by improving the quality of the built environment and by making downtown a more 
desirable place to live, work and play. 
 

How to use this document 
 
When beginning a project that is subject to review by the BHPC, the applicant should 
refer to the guidelines early in the process to ensure the final design is appropriate for the 
district and meets the requirements of the guidelines. The City of Booneville and the 
BHPC will use the guidelines when advising property owners in administrative reviews, 
during the pre-application conference, and when making recommendations to the BHPC. 
The seven (7) appointed members of the BHPC will use the guidelines as the basis for 
decision making when considering requests for the issuance of a CoA.  
 

Booneville Historic Preservation Commission’s Goals of Historic 
Zoning 
 
The BHPC has the following goals as stated in the 2014 Historic Preservation Ordinance 
passed by the Booneville Mayor and Board of Aldermen on November 4, 2014 by virtue 
of Miss. Code Ann. 1972, Sec. 39-13-5, 39-15-7 and 39-13-9 as amended. 

A. To protect, enhance and perpetuate resources which represent distinctive and 
significant elements of the city's historical, cultural, social, economic, political, 
archaeological, and architectural identity; 

B. To strengthen civic pride and cultural stability through neighborhood conservation; 

C. To stabilize the economy of the city through the continued use, preservation, and 
revitalization of its resources; 

D. To protect and enhance the City's attractions to tourists and visitors and the 
support and stimulus to business and industry thereby provided; 

E. To promote the use of resources for the education, pleasure, and welfare of the 
people of the city of Booneville. 

F. To provide a review process for the preservation and appropriate development 
of the city's resources. 

The BHPC’s scope of review means that no exterior feature of any resource shall be 
altered, relocated, or demolished until after an application for a Certificate of 
Appropriateness of such work has been approved by the BHPC. Likewise, no new 
construction which affects a resource shall be undertaken before a Certificate of 
Appropriateness is issued. Therefore, 

A. The BHPC shall serve as a review body with the power to approve and deny 
applications for Certificates of Appropriateness. 
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B. In approving and denying applications for Certificates of Appropriateness, the 
BHPC shall seek to accomplish the purposes of this ordinance. 

C. A Certification of Appropriateness shall not be required for work deemed by 
the BHPC to be ordinary maintenance or repair of any resource. 

D. All decisions of the BHPC shall be in writing and shall state the findings of 
the BHPC, its recommendations, and the reasons therefore per the 
Booneville Historic Preservation ordinance which is the authority that grants 
the BHPC this purview.  

 

 

Map 1: The Downtown Booneville Historic Preservation District is roughly bounded by Court Street and the 
Courthouse Square on the east, Market Street on the west, the railroad on the south, and First and Church 
Streets to the north.   
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Chapter 2: Criteria for Issuance of Certificates of Appropriateness 

A Certificate of Appropriateness (CoA) is required unless the scope of the project 
consists only of routine maintenance (i.e. repainting, replacing asphalt shingle roofs 
with like material, repairing existing materials with like kind materials executed in 
conformance with The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards) or the work consists 
solely of interior modifications or repairs. At their discretion, the BHPC may require a 
CoA for work which does not require a building permit. 

Procedure for Issuance of Certificate of Appropriateness  

The procedure for issuance of CoA is based on the 2014 City of Booneville Historic 
Preservation Ordinance. Anyone desiring to take action requiring a CoA concerning a 
resource for which a permit, variance, or other authorization from either a City building 
official or the City is also required, shall make application in the form and manner required 
by the applicable code section or ordinance.  

Any such application shall also be considered an application for a CoA and shall 
include such additional information as may be required by the BHPC. After receipt of 
any such application, the city building official shall be assured that the application is 
proper and complete. No building permit shall be issued by the city building official 
which affects a resource without a CoA. 

In the event that a building permit is not for a building, structure, or object to be 
erected within a historic district, a CoA is still required before such building, structure, 
or object may be erected. 

The BHPC and the city shall take into consideration the following criteria when granting 
or denying the CoA: general factors including architectural design of existing building, 
structure, or appurtenance and proposed alteration; the historical significance of the 
resource; the general appearance, condition, materials; and the size of the resource 
will all be weighed. The relationship of the above factors to their immediate 
surroundings and upon the district as a whole and its architectural and historical 
character and integrity is of utmost importance. 
 
For specifics on exterior alterations and additions and new construction, please see 
Chapter 4. In the case of demolitions, more stringent guidelines are in effect. These are 
enumerated in Chapter 5.  
 
Certificate of appropriateness shall be reviewed in accordance with the 
following procedure:  (Excerpted from the 2014 Booneville Historic Preservation Ordinance) 

A. When an application is filed, the city building official shall immediately notify 
the BHPC chair or vice-chair, if the chair is unavailable, of the application 
having been filed. 
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B. If at the time of filing of an application, there is not a BHPC meeting already 
scheduled within thirty (30) days of this filing, the chair or vice-chair shall set 
a time and date, which shall be not later than fifteen (15) days after the filing 
of the application for a hearing by the BHPC, and the city building official shall 
be so informed. 

C. The applicant shall, upon request, have the right to a preliminary 
conference with BHPC staff for the purpose of making any changes or 
adjustments to the application which might be more consistent with the 
BHPC's standard. 

D. No later than eight (8) days before the date set for the said hearing, the city 
building official shall mail notice thereof to the applicant at the address in 
the application and to all members of the BHPC . 

E. Notice of the time and place of said hearing shall be given by publication in a 
newspaper having general circulation in the community at least ten (10) days 
before such hearing and/or by posting such notice on the bulletin board in the 
lobby of city hall. 

F. At such hearing, the applicant for a Certificate of Appropriateness shall 
have the right to present any relevant evidence in support of the 
application. Likewise, the governing body shall have the right to present 
any additional relevant evidence in support of the application. The BHPC 
shall have the right to recommend changes and modifications to enable 
the applicant to meet the requirements of the BHPC. 

G. Within not more than twenty-one (21) days after the hearing on an application, 
the BHPC shall act upon it, either approving, denying, on deferring action until 
the next meeting of the BHPC giving consideration to the factors set forth in 
Chapter 2, Criteria for Issuance of Certificates of Appropriateness hereof. 
Evidence of approval of the application shall be by a CoA issued by the BHPC 
and, whatever its decision, notice in writing shall be given to the applicant and 
the city building official. Whenever the BHPC shall deny or recommend denial 
of a certificate of appropriateness, the BHPC must state the reasons for such 
denial in writing. Thereafter, an applicant may resubmit a new application at 
any time. 

H. The issuance of a Certificate of Appropriateness shall not relieve an applicant 
for a building permit, special use permit, variance, or other authorization from 
compliance with any other requirement or provision of the laws of the city 
concerning zoning, construction, repair, or demolition. 

I. Denial of a Certificate of Appropriateness shall be binding upon the city 
building inspector or the agency responsible for issuing building permits and 
shall prevent the issuance of other building permits for the same parcel until 
a CoA is approved. A CoA may be evidenced by either a written and dated 
letter to an owner or applicant or such a letter accompanied by a signed and 
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dated stamp on the face of any and all architectural or project drawings 
prepared for a project. 

J. A CoA shall expire after six (6) months if work has not begun. 

Unreasonable Economic Hardship Claims 
 
When a claim of economic hardship is made due to the effect of this ordinance, the 
owner of record must present evidence sufficient to prove that as a result of the BHPC's 
action he/she is unable to obtain a reasonable return or a reasonable beneficial use. 
The owner of record shall submit by affidavit to the BHPC for its review at least the 
following information: 

A. Date the property was acquired by its current owner; 

B. Price paid for the property (if acquired by purchase) and the relationship (if 
any) between the buyer and the  seller of the property; 

C. Mortgage history of the property, including current mortgage; 

D. Current market value of the property; 

E. Equity in current use and in alternative uses; 

F. Past and current income and expense statements for a two-year period; 

G. Past capital expenditures during ownership of current owner; 

H. Appraisals of the property obtained within the previous two years; and 

I. Income and property tax factors affecting the property. 

The BHPC may require that an applicant furnish additional information relevant to its 
determination of unreasonable economic hardship. The BHPC may receive and consider 
studies and economic analyses from other city agencies and from private organizations 
relating to the property in question. 

Should the BHPC determine that the owner's present return is not reasonable, it  must 
consider whether there are other uses currently allowed that  would  provide a reasonable 
return and whether such a return could be obtained through investment in the property 
for rehabilitation purposes. Should the applicant satisfy the BHPC that they will suffer an 
unreasonable economic hardship if a CoA is not approved, such certificate must be 
approved. 

Appeals 

The applicant who desires to appeal a decision by the BHPC shall file an appeal to the 
chancery clerk of Prentiss County within thirty (30) days after the determination of the 
issue by the BHPC in the manner provided by law. Any such appeal shall be reviewed 
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upon the record established before the BHPC. Any local property owner or organization 
aggrieved or damaged by such a decision may appeal in the same manner. 

Minimum Maintenance Requirements 

In order to insure the protective maintenance of resources, the exterior features of such 
properties shall be maintained to meet the requirements of the city's minimum housing 
code and the city's building code. 

 

 

 

Illustration 1: Flow chart of the CoA process. Image courtesy of J. Johnson & Associates.  
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Booneville Application for CoA 1.jpg
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Chapter 3: Downtown Booneville Architectural Styles and Forms 
 
The majority of the buildings of the Downtown Booneville Historic Preservation District 
are vernacular in design. The oldest and most embellished buildings in the district are 
along Main Street. College and Market Streets developed simultaneously. Below is a list 
of predominate styles and forms.  
 
Commercial Italianate (circa 1840s-1890s)  
 

• Two or three stories; flat roof with parapet wall with corbels. 
• Brackets or corbels dominate cornice lines. 
• Tall, narrow upper story windows, with 1/1 glazing; commonly arched or curved upper 

sash.  
• Paired and triple windows frequent; bay windows are common.  
• Round or segmental headed wood windows, often in pairs, frequently embellished with 

heavy crown molding or pediments. 
• Typical exterior material is brick and/or cast iron.      
 
Colonial Revival (circa 1880-1950) 
 

• Brick veneer 
• Accentuated entry 
• Hip Roof 
• Multilight, double hung windows 
• Decorative cupola or lantern on roof 
• Double-hung windows with multiple lights upper and lower, or upper with a single pane 

below 
• Decorative surrounds on doorways including pediments, sidelights, and transoms. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
Image 1: 106 N. Main Street and Image 2: 100 N. Main Street – Photos courtesy of J. Johnson & Associates 

Examples of Commercial Italianate and Colonial Revival 
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One-part Commercial Block (circa 1879-1950) 
 

• One story, generally built in a series. 
• Large, single light display windows. 
• Entrance is generally recessed, often two-doors with multi-light transom extending full 

façade. 

        

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Image 3: 309 W. Church Street - Photo courtesy of J. Johnson & Associates  

 
Two-part Brick-Front Commercial Block (circa 1870-1950)  
 

• One to three stories, 3-5 bays, brick cladding. 
• Flat roof with parapet wall, brick cornice 
• Continuous sills, moldings, corbeling.  
• Upper stories used for storage, or living. 
 
Mediterranean Revival (1890 1930s) 
 

 Hip roof with projecting wings. 

 Arches above doors and on porches. 

 Low pitched roof with tiles and decorative brackets. 

 Entry area accented with attached pilasters. 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Examples of Two-Part Brick-Front Commercial Block and Mediterranean Revival 

Image 4: 102 N. Main Street and Image 5: 101 N. Main – Photos courtesy of J. Johnson & Associates 
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Chapter 4: Guidelines for Obtaining a Certificate of Appropriateness 

 

A. Alterations to Existing Historical Structures 
 
The general principles for existing historical structures begins with preserving the 
distinctive stylistic features or examples of skilled craftsmanship that characterize a 
building, structure, or site by treating them with sensitivity. Even features such as 
loading docks, pavement grates, and metal canopies relate to the commercial history of 
the district and merit preservation. 

1. Altering a property to convey a false historic appearance is not appropriate. 
Avoid removing or altering any historic material or significant architectural 
features. 

2. Avoid adding material, elements, or details that were not part of the original 
building. 

3. Repair those damaged features using methods that will not harm the historic 
materials. 

4. Replace features that are missing or beyond repair. This option is the most 
strongly preferred. 

a. Reconstruct only those portions damaged beyond repair. 

b. Reconstruct the original element, based on adequate evidence, if possible. 

  

 
Image 6: 122 W. College Street, Streetscape – 

Photo courtesy of J. Johnson & Associates 
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1. Storefronts 
 
Preserve the repetition of standard elements to create a visual unity on the street. 
 

a. All renovations should preserve these character-defining elements: 

i. Display windows: the main portion of glass on the storefront.  

ii. Transom: the upper portion of the display, separated from the main display 
window by a frame. 

iii. Kick plate: found beneath the display window. Sometimes call a bulk-head 
panel. 

iv. Entry: Usually set back from the sidewalk in a protected recess. 

v. Upper story windows: windows located on the second story area. These 
usually have a vertical orientation. 

vi. Cornice molding: A decorative band at the top of the building. 

vii. Piers: Located on either side of the storefront and often constructed of brick 
or metal. 

  
 

Illustration 2: Elements of historic storefront courtesy Aberdeen 
Illustration from MS Local Historic Districts Design Guidelines 

 
b. Restoring an altered storefront to its original design is appropriate when sufficient 

documentary evidence exists. 

c. Alternative designs that are contemporary interpretations of traditional storefronts 
may be considered for previously altered storefronts. 



 
 
 
 
 

 

16 | P a g e  

 

Illustration 3:Typical windows found in c.1890-1950 architecture  
- Illustration courtesy of Fredrick Town Historic District, Historic Design Guidelines  

 

2. Windows 

a. Historically significant storefront openings, the size, and shape of original 
windows and openings are important characteristics that contribute to the 
integrity of historic commercial buildings and should be retained. 

b. Retain the original shape of the transom glass in historic storefronts.   

c. Preserve the shape of the transom in its historic configuration whenever possible. 

d. If the original glass is missing, installing new glass is preferred. However, if the 
transom is blocked out, be certain to retain the original proportions. 

e. Retain and repair existing window openings and their components including the 
window sash, lintels, sills, architrave, shutters, pediments, hoods, transoms, and 
all hardware. Avoid altering the shape of these features. 

f. When these elements have been altered consider restoring them if their original 
appearance can be determined. 

g. Consider re-opening windows that are currently blocked. 

h. Adding new windows to a blank wall may be acceptable under certain 
circumstances.  

 

Image 7: 112 S. Main - good example of retaining original fenestration  
– Photo courtesy of J. Johnson & Associates 
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3. Storefront Entries 

a. Maintain historically significant doors. Avoid altering the shape and size of 
original doors. Do not “discard” the original door. 

b. When replacement is necessary, use a door style that is found on similar 
storefronts in the area. 

c. Maintain recessed entries where they are found. 

d. Where entries are not recessed, maintain them in their original position when 
feasible.  

            Image 9: 101 S. Main Street - Cast iron store front with        
        original entries - Photo courtesy of J. Johnson & Associates 

4. Storefront Façade Materials 

a. Do not cover or obscure original façade materials. 

b. When replacement of façade material is needed, replace it in-kind. Match brick 
and mortar in color, profile, and texture to that of the original building or to 
another similar historic building in the block. 

c. Preserve the character of the cornice line. 

d. Reconstruct a missing cornice when historic evidence is available. 

e. Preserve masonry features that define the overall character: the original mortar 
joint and masonry unit size, the tooling and bonding patterns, coatings, and 
color of the historic structure.  

f. When repointing, duplicate the original mortar in strength, composition, color, 
texture, joint width, and profile (see Secretary of Interior’s Preservation Brief. 
#2). Historic bricks are softer than modem ones and if repointed with cement 
or a cement mix, it will lead to spalling and deterioration of the bricks 
themselves. 

Image 8: 317-319 W. Church.  
Storefront with canted entry on right  

- Photo courtesy of J Johnson & Associates 
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g. When cleaning masonry to halt deterioration or to remove graffiti and stains, 
always use the gentlest means possible, such as low-pressure water and soft 
natural bristle brushes.  

h. Never sandblast masonry. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

i. Unpainted brick should not be painted unless fire damage has changed the color 
and the new paint is a masonry color. Painting unpainted masonry requires a CoA, 
and the BHPC will review the color(s) proposed for the unpainted masonry to 
ensure appropriateness. This is the only instance in which the BHPC will review 
paint colors. 

  

Image 10: This National Park Service photograph illustrates the negative effects of sandblasting 
which never should be used to clean brick buildings. Sandblasting will not only erode mortar but 
will also remove the glazed outer surface of brick, leaving a dimple 

Image 11: The repointing of this wall does not match the original in texture, form or shape of 
joint. The dark grey color of the texture and the mortar indicates that Portland cement was 
used. Photo courtesy of J. Johnson & Associates 
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B. Additions to Historic Commercial Structures  
 
Additions to contributing and significant properties will not be approved on street-facing 
elevations if they would be visible from the public way. On non-contributing buildings, 
additions may be approved on street-facing elevations if they do not negatively impact 
the integrity of the historic streetscape. Stories cannot be added to the elevations of 
contributing or significant resources that are visible from the street. 
 

1. An addition to an historic commercial structure shall be subordinate to, and 
differentiated from, the historic structure. 

a. Place an addition or secondary structure to the side or the rear of the 
existing historic structure. 

b. Place a rooftop or upper-story addition to the rear to minimize visual impacts 
form the public street. 

2. An addition should be differentiate from the historic structure. 

a. Use changes in material, color and or wall plane. 

b. Use a lower-scale connection element on which to join addition to an historic 
structure.  

c. Use contemporary architectural styles or materials or a simplified version of 
the existing structure architectural style. 

3. Do not try to make an addition or secondary structure appear older than it is. 

4. Do not damage the historic fabric of the historic building, or damage or obscure 
significant architectural features when adding an addition. 

 

C. New Construction 
 
New construction in the Downtown Booneville Historic Preservation District refers to the 
development of new, freestanding buildings and structures, and the replacement of 
missing row buildings. “New construction” also encompasses potential housing and multi-
use developments that involve the construction of more than one building.  
 
Downtown Booneville has several vacant lots where new buildings would enhance the 
downtown area. Developers should always orient the primary façade towards the main 
street. A new building within the district should reflect the traditional configuration and 
scale of similar commercial structures within the district.  
 

1. Buildings should appear similar in width to those seen historically on the block. 

2. Divide larger buildings into “modules” that appear similar in scale to buildings seen 
traditionally in the block. 



 
 
 
 
 

 

20 | P a g e  

3. The roof of a new building should be visually compatible by not contrasting greatly 
with the existing commercial buildings’ roof shape and orientations. 

4. Exterior materials should reflect those appearing within the district. Simple material 
finishes are encouraged. Matte finishes are preferred. Traditional materials such 
as wood, brick, and stone, are typical exterior materials used within the district. Do 
not employ “used” brick in new construction to give a false impression of the 
building’s age. 

5. A new commercial or institutional building should be consistent with streetscape 
with respect to building height and number of stories; building scale and mass, 
width; and site configuration. 

6. Existing vacant lots should have some screening where the façade was located to 
maintain the rhythm of the buildings and to encourage revitalization. The materials 
and design should reflect the nearby buildings as much as possible. 

 

 

Image 12: Inappropriate treatment of vacant lot without screening between buildings 
 

 
 

Image 13: Example of appropriate screening between buildings 
- Both photos courtesy of J. Johnson & Associates 
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D. Exterior Signage 
 
Exterior signs are vital components of the community’s streetscape and good 
commercial signage can make a significant contribution to the physical appearance 
and economic prosperity of the district. Exterior signage in the district is officially 
regulated by the city Zoning Ordinance. However, beyond the base ordinance 
regulation, the following section provides appropriate design guideline suggestions 
for exterior signage within the historic district. 
 

1. Historic signage should be maintained to avoid impairment to a historic 
resource. New signage should exhibit physical character that is compatible with 
signage in the historic context. 

2. Sign should be located on the flat, unadorned parts of the commercial façade 
such as storefront windows and the panels above the windows. Sign should 
not hide architectural details such as windows, cornice details, or transom 
windows. 

3. A sign should not project beyond adjoining buildings or interfere with the 
facades or details of its neighbors. 

4. Ghost signs are appropriate and can be maintained.  

5. A sign panel should be square or rectangular and mounted flush on the facade. 

 

Image 14: An appropriate example of ghost signage on a historic property 
 – Photo courtesy of J. Johnson & Associates 
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Examples of Allowable Exterior Signage in Downtown Booneville 

– Photos courtesy of J. Johnson & Associates 

              
 

      Image 15: 100 North Main Street                                  Image 16: 117 South Main Street 
 

 
 

Image 17: 122 West College Street 
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Examples of Allowable Exterior Signage in Downtown Booneville 

– Photos courtesy of J. Johnson & Associates 

 
                                            
                                               Images 18-20: 106-108 North Main Street 
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E. Building Accessories 
 

1. Satellite antennas and dishes must be installed in the least obtrusive locations 

possible, where they are least visible from the street. To reduce their visibility, 

antennas should be installed as far back from the building’s roof edge as possible. 

Where possible, antennas must be concealed behind a parapet wall. 

2. These design guidelines encourage the smallest size possible, consistent with 

the requirements for reception and transmission. Freestanding satellite dishes or 

antenna should be screened. 

3. Utility boxes and meters must be installed in the least obtrusive locations 

possible, where they are least visible from the street. 

4. Freestanding utility boxes and meters should be screened. 

5. Utility boxes and meters shall not be installed on the primary façade of a building, 

unless no other option is available. 

 

F. Mechanical Equipment and Service Areas 
 

1. Locate mechanical equipment to the rear of buildings to the extent feasible. 
Screen the equipment from view using landscaping or using a fence or wall 
consisting of historically appropriate materials. 

2. Window air conditioning units or condensers should not be located on the front 
façade of any building. 

3. Screen rooftop mechanical equipment from view from the public right-of-way. 

 

Image 21: Appropriate example of rear mechanical equipment  
- Photo courtesy of J. Johnson & Associates 
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G. Rooftop Uses 
 
1. Minimize the visual impact of rooftop uses as seen from the street.  

2. All roof deck fencing must be transparent (wrought iron or wood slats). 

3. Set activities back at least 25 feet so that they are not visible from the sidewalk 
across the street. 

 
Illustration 4: Set activities back such that they are not visible from the sidewalk across the street 
(approximately 25 feet for a two-story building). Image courtesy of Cooper-Young H. D. Guidelines 
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Chapter 5: Demolitions 
  
Note: Below guidelines on demolitions are excerpted from the 2014 Booneville Historic 
Preservation Ordinance.   
 

General Demolition 
 

A. In considering an application for the demolition of a landmark or a 
resource within a historic district, the following shall be considered: 

1. The commission shall consider the individual architectural, cultural, 
and/or historical significance of the resource. 

2. The commission shall consider the importance or contribution of the 
resource to the architectural character of the district. 

3. The commission shall consider the importance or contribution of the 
resource to neighboring property values. 

4. The commission shall consider the difficulty or impossibility of 
reproducing such a resource because of its texture, design, 
material, or detail. 

5. Following demolition approval, the applicant must submit 
replacement plans before a demolition and/or other permits will be 
issued. Replacement plans should include the project concept, 
preliminary elevations and site plans. At a minimum, working 
drawings for the foundation plan are necessary for the applicant to 
receive a permit for foundation construction. 

6. Applicants which have received a demolition approval are permitted 
to receive a demolition permit without additional BHPC action on 
demolition if the BHPC's recommends a permit for new 
construction. Permits for demolition and construction may be issued 
simultaneously if requirements of Chapter 2, Criteria for Issuance 
of Certificates of Appropriateness, Heading B are met. Applicant 
must provide financial proof of ability to complete the project. 

7. Even when the BHPC recommends approval of demolition of a 
resource, a permit will not be issued until all plans for the site have 
received approval from all appropriate city agencies. 

 

Demolition by Neglect  
 

A. All resource within a historic district shall be preserved by the owner or such other 
person or persons as may have the legal custody or control thereof against decay 
and deterioration and free from unreasonable structural defects. The owner or 
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other person having legal custody and control shall repair such resource if it is 
found to have one or more of the defects listed below. 

B. Deterioration to the extent that it creates or permits a hazardous or unsafe 
condition as determined by the city's building inspector, or a building characterized  
by one or more of the following: 

1. Those buildings which have parts thereof which are so attached that they 
may fall and injure persons or property; 

2. Deteriorated  or inadequate foundations; 

3. Defective or deteriorated floor supports or floor supports inefficient to carry 
imposed loads with safety; 

4. Members of walls or other vertical supports that split, lean, list, or buckle 
due to defective material, workmanship, or deterioration; 

5. Members of walls or other vertical supports that are  insufficient  to carry  
imposed loads with safety; 

6. Members of ceilings, roofs, ceiling and roof supports, or other horizontal 
members which sag, split, or buckle due to defective material, 
workmanship, or deterioration; 

7. Members of ceilings, roofs, ceiling and roof supports, or other horizontal 
members that are insufficient to carry imposed  loads  with safety; 

8. Fireplaces or chimneys which list, bulge, or settle due to defective material, 
workmanship, or deterioration; or 

9. Any fault, defect, or condition in the building which renders the same 
structurally unsafe or not properly watertight. 

C. If the BHPC makes a preliminary determination that a resource is being 
demolished by neglect, it shall direct the city building official to notify the owner 
or owners of the resource of this preliminary determination, stating the reasons 
therefore, and shall give the owner of record thirty (30) days from the date of 
mailing of such notice or the posting thereof on the property, whichever comes 
later, to commence work to correct the specific defects as determined by the 
BHPC. Said notice shall be given as follows: 

1. By certified mail, restricted delivery, mailed to the last known address of the 
record owner or owners as listed on the city and/or  county tax rolls; or 

2. If the above mailing procedure is not successful, notice shall be posted in a 
conspicuous, protected place on the resource. 

D. If the owner or owners fail to commence work within the time allotted as evidenced 
by a building permit, the BHPC shall notify the owner or owners in the manner 
provided above to appear at a public hearing before the BHPC at a date, time, and 
place to be specified in said notice, which shall be mailed or posted at least thirty 
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(30) days before said hearing. For the purpose of insuring lawful notice, a hearing 
may be continued to a new date and time. The BHPC shall receive evidence on 
the issue of whether the subject resource should be repaired and the owner or 
owners may present evidence in rebuttal thereto.  If, after such hearing, the BHPC 
shall determine  that the resource is being  demolished  by neglect,  it  may direct 
the  city  building official to bring misdemeanor charges against the owner or 
owners if the necessary repairs are not completed within ninety (90) days of the 
determination by  the BHPC that the subject  building or structure is being 
demolished by neglect. 

E. The City/town/county, in addition to the powers specified in Section 21-19-11(1) 
of the Mississippi State Code of 1972, as amended, if the Historic Preservation 
Division of the Department of Archives and History concurs, may make repairs 
necessary to correct demolition by neglect, and the cost of such repairs shall 
become a lien against the property in accordance with the Mississippi State 
Code of 1972 as amended. 
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Chapter 6: Public Safety Exclusions 

Note: The below Public Safety Exclusions are excerpted from the 2014 Booneville Historic 
Preservation Ordinance 

None of the provisions of this ordinance shall be construed to prevent any action of 
construction, alteration, or demolition necessary to correct or abate the unsafe or 
dangerous condition of any resource, or part thereof, where such condition has been 
declared unsafe or dangerous by the city building official or the fire department and 
where the proposed actions have been declared necessary by such authorities to correct 
the said condition; provided, however,  that  only such work as is necessary to correct 
the unsafe or dangerous condition may be performed  pursuant  to this section. In the 
event any resource designated as a landmark or  located  within a historic  district, shall 
be damaged by fire or other calamity  to  such  an extent  that it cannot  be repaired and 
restored, it may be removed in conformity with normal permit  procedures  and applicable 
laws, provided that: 

1. The city building official concurs with the property owner that the resource cannot 
be repaired and restored and so notifies the commission in writing. 

2. The preservation commission, if in doubt after receiving such notification from 
the city building official, shall be allowed time to seek outside professional 
expertise from the State Historic Preservation Office and/or an independent 
structural engineer before issuing a certificate of appropriateness for the 
demolition. The commission may indicate in writing by letter to the city building 
official that it will require a time period of up to thirty days for this purpose, 
and, upon such notification to the city building official, this section shall be 
suspended until the expiration of such a delay period. 

Enforcement and Penalties 

The following civil and criminal penalties may be imposed upon those persons, firms, or 
corporations found to have violated requirements or prohibitions contained within this 
ordinance. 

A. Civil Penalty: 

1. Any person who constructs, alters, relocates, or demolishes any resource in 
violation of this ordinance shall be required to restore the resource to its 
appearance or setting prior to the violation. Any action to enforce this provision 
shall be brought by the City of Booneville. This civil remedy shall be in addition 
to, and not in lieu of, any criminal prosecution and penalty. 

2. If construction, alteration, or relocation of any resource occurs without a 
certificate of appropriateness, then the license of the company, individual, 
principal owner, or its or his successor in interest performing such construction, 
alteration, or relocation shall be revoked for a period of three (3) years. 
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3. If demolition of a resource occurs without a certificate of appropriateness, then 
any permits on subject property will be denied for a period of three (3) years. No 
permit will be issued for any structure or structures proposed for the same parcel 
which would require a footprint larger than the footprint of the demolished 
structure or structures. In addition, the owner must rebuild on the site using as 
much of the original building material as possible, and in general following the 
same form. In addition, unauthorized demolition of a portion of a structure shall 
not serve as justification for a demolition permit whenever it can be shown that 
restoration or rehabilitation would still be feasible. In addition, the applicant shall 
not be entitled to have issued to him by any city office a permit allowing any curb 
cuts on subject property for a period of three (3) years from and after the date 
of such demolition. 

4. If demolition of a resource occurs without a certificate of appropriateness, then 
the license of the company, individual, principal owner, or its or his successor in 
interest performing such demolition shall be revoked for a period of five (5) years. 

B. Criminal Penalty: 

Any persons, firm or corporation violating any provision of this ordinance shall 
be guilty of a misdemeanor, and each shall be deemed guilty of a separate 
violation for each day during which any violation hereof is committed. Upon 
conviction, each violation shall be fined not less than Ten Dollars ($10.00) no 
more than Five Hundred Dollars ($500.00). Each day that a violation continues 
to exist shall constitute a separate offense. 
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Chapter 7: Sustainability 

1. Cities are now seeking ways to incorporate sustainability and green building into 
design. Analyze the condition of inherently sustainable features of the historic 
building, such as shutters, storm windows, awnings, porches, vents, roof monitors, 
skylights, light wells, transoms and naturally lit corridors, and including them in 
energy audits and energy modeling, before planning upgrades. 

2. Identify ways to reduce energy use, such as installing fixtures and appliances that 
conserve resources, including energy-efficient lighting or energy-efficient lamps in 
existing light fixtures, low-flow plumbing fixtures, sensors and timers that control 
water flow, lighting and temperature, before undertaking more invasive treatments 
that may negatively impact the historic building. 

3. The BHPC may approve the use of energy conserving features if they do 
not obscure, damage, or cause the removal of historic features or materials. 

4. Approved energy-conserving treatments that may require BHPC approval 
include, but may not be limited to, the installation of storm and screen doors 
and windows and the installation of canvas awnings. 

5. Shading devices intended to conserve energy may be approved on rear 
elevations of existing buildings. On new construction, they may be approved 
on a case-by-case basis, if they fit with the overall building design. 

6. Solar panels on existing buildings: solar panels may be approved if they are 
not visible from the street and if they do not extend higher than the existing 
building 

7. On new construction, they may be approved on rear elevations on a case-
by- case basis, if they are well-integrated with the overall construction. 
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Chapter 8: Glossary of Terms and Definitions 
 

Note: Glossary below is taken from the 2014 Booneville Historic Preservation Ordinance 
 
Alteration: Any change in the exterior appearance or materials of a landmark or a 
structure within a historic district or on a landmark site. 
 
Applicant: The owner of record of a resource; the lessee thereof with the approval of 
the owner of record in notarized form; or a person holding a "bona fide" contract to 
purchase a resource. 
 
Appurtenance: An accessory to a building, structure, object, or site, including, but not 
limited to, landscaping features, walls, fences, light fixtures, steps, paving, sidewalks, 
shutters, awnings, solar panels, satellite dishes, and signs. 
 
Building: A structure created to shelter any form of human activity, such as a house, 
garage, barn, church, hotel, or similar structure. 
 
Certificate of Appropriateness (CoA): An official signed and dated governmental 
document issued by either a local historic preservation commission such as the 
Bonneville Historic Preservation Commission (BHPC) or a governing authority to 
permit specific work in a historic district or at a landmark site or landmark which has 
been reviewed and approved. 
 
City of Booneville: The City as represented by the Mayor and Board of Aldermen.  
 
Construction: Work that is neither alteration nor demolition. Essentially, it is the 
erection of a new structure that did not previously exist, even if such a structure is 
partially joined to an existing structure.  
 
Demolition: The intentional removal of a structure within a local historic district or on a 
landmark site or that has been designated as a landmark. 
 
Design review guidelines: As adopted by the BHPC, they are in a written form 
designed to inform local property owners about historical architectural styles prevalent 
in a community. They recommend preferred treatments and discourage treatments that 
would compromise the architectural integrity of structures in a historic district or 
individually designated as landmarks. 
 
Exterior Features: Exterior features or resources shall include, but not be limited to, the 
color, kind, and texture of the building material and the type and style of all windows, 
doors, and appurtenances. 
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Local Historic District: A group of two (2) or more tax parcels and their structures, and 
may be an entire neighborhood of structures linked by historical association or historical 
development. It is not necessary that all structures within a historic district share the 
same primary architectural style or be from the same primary historical period. A local 
historic district may also include both commercial and residential structures, and may 
include structures covered by two (2) or more zoning classifications. A local historic 
district may include both contributing and noncontributing structures. A local historic 
district is recommended by the BHPC and approved by the City of Booneville through 
an ordinance. 
  
Booneville Historic Preservation Commission: A local historic preservation 
commission established to advise the local government on matters relating to historic 
preservation, including the designation of historic districts, and landmarks and which 
may be empowered to review applications for permits for alteration, construction, 
demolition, relocation or subdivision for structures in historic districts or designated as 
landmarks. 
 
Historic significance: The time during which a contributing structure was essentially 
completed but not yet altered. It is also the period during which the style of architecture 
of the structure was commonplace or typical.  
 
Improvement: Additions to or new construction on landmarks or landmark sites, 
including, but  not  limited to, buildings, structures, objects, landscape features, and 
manufactured units, like mobile homes, carports, and storage buildings. 
 
Integrity: A building has integrity when the majority of the building’s structural systems, 
original materials, and character-defining features remain intact. Character-defining 
features include the building massing, form and shape, as well as any architectural 
details that are characteristic of the style and period of construction. A building with 
integrity is a product of its own time, and should be preserved to the maximum extent 
possible. 
 
Landscape: Any improvement or vegetation including, but not limited to: Shrubbery, 
trees, plantings, outbuildings, walls, courtyards, fences, swimming pools, planters, 
gates, street furniture, exterior lighting, and site improvements, including but not limited 
to, subsurface alterations, site regrading, fill deposition and paving. 
 
National Historic Landmark (NHL): A district, site. building, structure, and/or object 
formally designated as a NHL by the Secretary of the Interior possessing exceptional 
value or quality in illustrating or interpreting the heritage of the United States in history, 
architecture, archaeology, engineering, and culture and possesses a high degree of 
integrity of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and association.  
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National Register of Historic Places: A federal list of cultural resources worthy of 
preservation, authorized under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 as part of 
a national program to coordinate and support public and private efforts to identify, 
evaluate, and protect the nation's historic and archaeological resources. The National 
Register Program in Booneville is administered by the BHPC, by the State Historic 
Preservation Office, and by the National Park Service under the Department of the 
Interior.  
 
Object: A material thing of functional, cultural, historical, or scientific value that may be, 
by nature or design, movable, yet related to a specific setting or environment. 
 
Ordinary Repair or Maintenance: Work done to prevent deterioration of a resource or 
any part thereof by returning the resource as nearly as practical to its condition prior to 
such deterioration, decay, or damage. 
  
Owner of Record: The owner of a parcel of land, improved or unimproved, reflected in 
the City of Booneville tax rolls and in Prentiss County tax rolls and deed records.  
 
Period of Historic Significance for Downtown Booneville Historic District: The 
historic structures found within the Downtown Booneville Historic District are significant 
as a collection of late 19th and early to mid- 20th-century government, institutional and 
commercial buildings. The variety of building types, architectural styles and forms, and 
the materials used in their construction reflect the evolution of the historic district over 
time. The period of significance for the districts spans between 1890 and 1948.   
 
Relocation: The moving of a structure to a new location on its tax parcel or the moving 
of such a structure to a new tax parcel. 
 
Resource: Parcels located within historic districts, individual landmarks, and landmark 
sites, regardless of whether such sites are presently improved or unimproved. 
Resources can be both separate buildings, districts, structures, sites, and objects and 
related groups thereof. 
 
Secretary of Interior’s Standards for the Rehabilitation of Historic Buildings: A 
federal document prepared by the Department of Interior stating standards and 
guidelines for the appropriate rehabilitation and preservation of historic buildings. 
 
Significance: A building is said to possess architectural significance if it represents the 
work of a noteworthy architect or builder, possesses high artistic value, or if it well 
represents a specific type, period, or method of construction. A property can also have 
historical significance if it is associated with significant persons, events, or trends. 
 
Site: The location of a significant event, a prehistoric or historic occupation or activity, or 
a building or structure, whether standing, ruined, or vanished, where the location itself 
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maintains historical or archaeological value regardless of the value of any existing 
buildings, or objects. 
 
State Historic Preservation Office: The Historic Preservation Division of the 
Mississippi Department of Archives and History. The State Historic Preservation Officer 
(SHPO) is the director of the Mississippi Department of Archives and History.  
 
Structure: A man-made object and typically will be visible because of portions which 
exist above grade. In some instances, they not are visible above grade if they are 
cellars, cisterns, icehouses, or similar objects intended to be underground. A structure 
includes both interior components and visible exterior surfaces, as well as attached 
elements such as signs and related features such as walks, walls, fences, and other 
nearby secondary structures or landmark features. 
 
Substantial deterioration: Structural degradation of such a nature that water 
penetration into a historic structure can no longer be prevented, or structural 
degradation that causes stress or strain on structural members when supports collapse 
or warp, evidence of which includes defective roofing materials, broken window 
coverings, and visible interior decay. 
 
Unauthorized demolition: The deliberate demolition of a historic structure without prior 
review and approval by the BHPC or a governing authority to which the BHPC has 
made a recommendation. 
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Appendix A: Standards for the Rehabilitation of Historic Buildings 
 
The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards are general rehabilitation guidelines 
established by the National Park Service. The City has adopted The Secretary of the 
Interior’s Standards for the Rehabilitation of Historic Buildings as the basis for the 
Downtown Booneville Historic Preservation District Guidelines. First developed in 1979, 
these guidelines have been expanded and refined, most recently in early 1990. The 
guidelines are very broad by nature since they apply to the rehabilitation of any 
contributing building in any historic district throughout the United States.  
The ten guidelines are: 

 
1. A property shall be used for its historic purpose or be placed in a new use that 

requires minimal change to the defining characteristics of the building and its site 
and environment. 

2. The historic character of a property shall be retained and preserved. The removal 
of historic materials or alteration of features and spaces that characterize a 
property shall be avoided. 

3. Each property shall be recognized as a physical record of its time, place, and 
use. Changes that create a false sense of historical development, such as adding 
conjectural features or architectural elements from other buildings, shall not be 
undertaken. 

4. Most properties change over time; those changes that have acquired historic 
significance in their own right shall be retained and preserved. 

5. Distinctive features, finishes, and construction techniques or examples of 
craftsmanship that characterize a property shall be preserved. 

6. Deteriorated historic features shall be repaired rather than replaced. Where the 
severity of deterioration requires replacement of a distinctive feature, the new 
feature shall match the old in design, color, texture, and other visual qualities 
and, where possible, materials. Replacement of missing features shall be 
substantiated by documentary, physical, or pictorial evidence. 

7. Chemical or physical treatments, such as sandblasting, that cause damage to 
historic materials shall not be used. The surface cleaning of structures, if 
appropriate, shall be undertaken using the gentlest means possible. 

8. Significant archeological resources affected by a project shall be protected and 
preserved. If such resources typically defines be disturbed, mitigation measures 
shall be undertaken. 
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9. New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction shall not destroy 
historic materials that characterize the property. The new work shall be 
differentiated from the old and shall be compatible with the massing, size, scale, 
and architectural features to protect the historic integrity of the property and its 
environment. 

10. New additions and adjacent or related new construction shall be undertaken in 
such a manner that if removed in the future, the essential form and integrity of 
the historic property and its environment would be unimpaired. 
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Appendix B: Additional Resources 
 
Mississippi Department of Archives and History 
Historic Preservation Division 
P.O. Box 571 Jackson, MS 39205  
601-576-6940 
www.mdah.state.ms.us/hpres 
 
Mississippi Heritage Trust 
P.O. Box 577 Jackson, MS 39205  
601-354-0200 
www.mississippiheritage.com 
 
National Trust for Historic Preservation  
1785 Massachusetts Ave., NW Washington D.C. 20036 
202-673-4141 
www.preservationnation.org 
 
The National Trust for Historic Preservation also has an extensive collection of 
preservation related books for sale that can be viewed at: www.preservationbooks.org 
Department of the Interior, National Park Service www.nps.gov/history/hps/TPS/tax/rhb/ 
 
Preservation Briefs Series - U.S. Department of the Interior, National Park Service 
The following are short pamphlets published by the National Park Service to aid in the 
preservation of historic structures. Each pamphlet focuses on a certain aspect of 
preservation work or by building component. Below is a link to the briefs that are 
available on the National Park Service web site: 
www.nps.gov/history/hps/tps/briefs/presbhom.htm 
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file:///C:/Users/jj/Documents/Aberdeen%20design%20review%20guidelines/:%20www.nps.gov/history/hps/tps/briefs/presbhom.htm
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Appendix C: Incentives for the Rehabilitation of Historic Structures 
 
There are special incentives in the form of tax credits for the restoration or rehabilitation 
of historic structures. To be eligible for either federal or state tax credit incentives, a 
building must be individually listed on the National Register of Historic Places or listed 
as contributing element in a National Register district.  
 
Federal Tax Credits – 20% of the total qualified rehabilitation expenses. 

Federal tax credits for rehabilitation of historic structures are only available for buildings 
that are income producing (office, retail, restaurant, residential rental, apartments, bed 
and breakfast, etc.). To qualify for the federal tax credit, the property must be 
individually listed on the National Register of Historic Places, or listed as a contributing 
element in a National Register district. Rehabilitation costs must exceed the adjusted 
basis of the building, meaning the purchase price, minus the cost of the land and any 
improvements already made to the property, minus the depreciation taken on the 
property, or $5,000, whichever is greater.  
  
For example, if the property and building are valued at $100,000 on the tax rolls and the 
land is valued at $25,000, the amount spent on rehabilitation must exceed $75,000 to 
qualify for the federal tax credits. Eligible rehabilitation expenses include costs 
associated with the work undertaken on structural components of the building as well as 
construction related costs. Any costs associated with new elements to a building 
(additions, parking lots, sidewalks, landscaping, etc.) are not eligible.  
The property owner must hold the building for a full five years, during which time the 
building must be income producing. If the owner disposes of the building within that five 
year period, the full tax credit amount must be reimbursed. 
 
State Tax Credits —25% of the total qualified rehabilitation expenses.  

The State of Mississippi offers a 25% tax credit for the rehabilitation of historic 
structures that are income producing (office, retail, restaurant, residential rental, 
apartments, bed and breakfast, etc.). To qualify for the state tax credit the property must 
be individually listed on the National Register of Historic Places, or listed as a 
contributing element in a National Register district. Rehabilitation expenditures must 
exceed $5,000, or 50% of the total basis in the property in income producing properties, 
whichever is greater. Basis is the purchase price, minus the cost of the land and any 
improvements already made to the property, minus the depreciation taken on the 
property. State tax credits have an annual cap of $12 million per project.  
Eligible rehabilitation expenses include costs associated with the work undertaken on 
structural components of the building as well as construction related costs. Any costs 
associated with new elements to a building (additions, parking lots, sidewalks, 
landscaping, etc.) are not eligible.  
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The state and federal tax credits can also be combined for income-producing properties. 
Properties that qualify for the 20% federal tax credit automatically qualify for the 25% 
state tax credit. The combined federal and state credits can reduce the cost of 
rehabilitation by 45%. To take advantage of either or both of the credits, rehabilitation 
work must follow the Secretary of Interior's Standards for Rehabilitation. 
  
The Mississippi Department of Archives and History administers both the state and 
federal tax credit programs, however, final determination in the eligibility of a property 
for tax credit incentives is determined by the National Park Service. To apply for either 
state or federal tax credits, a three-part State Historic Preservation Certification 
Application must be completed and submitted to MDAH, along with photographs of the 
structure. Application forms and information on the state and federal tax credits are 
available via the Mississippi Department of Archives and History website at 
www.mdah.state.ms.us or by contacting the State Tax Incentives Coordinator at 601-
576-6950. 

file:///C:/Users/jj/Documents/booneville/www.mdah.state.ms.us

